
Frequently asked questions 
Why do we want to generate more renewable energy in the Netherlands?  

The most important energy sources in the Netherlands are fossil fuels, like coal, oil and 
natural gas. These fossils do have an important disadvantage - they release CO2, which is 
the most important cause of climate change. Moreover, the Netherlands is dependent from 
abroad because of the import of gas, coal and oil. The current costs of the energy supply for 
the industry, mobility, built environment, and agriculture is circa € 30 miljard euros per year, 
the estimates are that because of the increase of the fossil fuel prices the costs will increase 
to € 40 to 80 miljard. By generating energy in a relabel way, we can lower our energy costs 
and a large part of the investments and costs will stay within the Dutch economy. 

What does the climate agreement entail?  

The climate agreement is a part of the Dutch climate policy. It is an agreement between 
many organizations and businesses in the Netherlands to counteract the emissions of 
greenhouse gasses. This agreement has to limit the global warming. The Dutch government 
wants to reduce carbon dioxide by 49% in 2030, in comparison with 1990. It has to be 
reduced by 95% in 2050. This is necessary to prevent the temperature from increasing more 
than one and a half degree. At this rate of temperature rise, the consequences of the climate 
change are still manageable. The climate agreement has set the goal to generate 70% of all 
the electricity and a minimum of 27% of all energy (electricity, gas, and warmth) in a 
sustainable way.  

The Netherlands generates a lot of sustainable energy. Isn't this enough? 

In 2019, the Netherlands generated only 8.6 percent of the energy sustainably. The 
Netherlands wants to produce 16% in 2023 and 27% in 2030 of its energy sustainably. This 
means that many sustainable energy-generating projects still need to be realized. The 
Netherlands lags behind every other European country in the national generation of 
renewable energy. In 2019, Sweden generated for example 54.6 % renewable energy and 
one third of the energy in Germany is generated from a renewable source.  

How does the Netherlands currently generate renewable energy?  

Solar power still has a small share in the energy supply of the Netherlands.  

Together with wind energy, it produces only 3 percent of our energy supply.  

In the Netherlands, most of the renewable energy is generated by biomass. An advantage of 
biomass is for example that for certain forms of biomass existing installations can be used. 
This saves investment costs. Recently, the subject of biomass is negatively portrayed in the 
news, mainly because this way of energy generation is not completely CO2- neutral. A big 
part of the wooden pallets are made of wood from forests in for example North-America or 
the Baltic States. It takes years before the released CO2 is absorbed by the forest. Biomass 
will not be subsidized anymore by the Dutch government because the Dutch politics want to 
phase out this form of energy generation. As a consequence, more renewable energy 
through solar, wind, air and ground source heat needs to be generated in the Netherlands to 
meet the arrangements from the climate agreement.  

 



 

What does Regional Energy Strategy (RES) entail?  

One of the arrangements of the climate agreement is that the Netherlands is divided into 30 
energy regions. Every energy region gives substance to the arrangements and they 
investigate on a regional level, for example, where and how renewable energy can be 
generated on land (wind and solar). The RES is therefore an instrument to organise the 
spatial integration of the energy transition. Every energy region presents a document, 
wherein they describe which energy objectives they will meet and their deadline. They also 
describe which approach/strategy the regio uses to determine and meet the energy 
objectives.  

 

What do they mean with participation and local ownership of solar parks? 

The climate agreements includes arrangements about participation in renewable energy 
projects. One of the included arrangements describes that wind- and solar on land projects 
have to aim for 50% local ownership. An explanatory document has been set up in May by 
different parties about the design, arrangements and obligations of the participation 
processes from the climate agreement. The involved organizations are Energie Samen, de 
Natuur- en Milieufederaties, de Nederlandse Vereniging Duurzame Energie, Holland Solar 
en NWEA. The explanatory document contains several answers on frequently asked 
questions and misunderstandings about the participation-arrangements from the climate 
agreement. The link to the explanatory document:  

https://hollandsolar.nl/u/files/20200430-qena-participatie-def.pdf 

 

What does the SDE++ subsidy entail? 

Investing in renewable energy is very expensive. Not every system for renewable energy is 
profitable. To reduce the CO2 emissions and to meet the climate objectives, the government 
wants to stimulate the use of these techniques. Therefore, the government compensates the 
part of the technique that is not yet profitable over a longer period. The SDE++ subsidy is 
meant for companies and institutions with a large scale consumption-connection. The Dutch 
government determines the budget of the SDE-subsidy. The subsidy per generated KWh 
drops every year. The SDE++ subsidy disburses an amount per generated KWH during 15 
year. The height of the SDE++ subsidy is thus dependent on the developments of the energy 
price.  

 

What is the code of conduct Zon op Land? 

On 13 November 2019, nine parties signed the code of conduct 'sun on land'. 
One of these parties is Holland Solar, the trade association for solar energy 
companies in the Netherlands, and partner of TPSolar. Together with 
Greenpeace, Milieudefensie, Nature and Milieufederaties, Nature monuments, de 
Vogelbescherming, NLVOW, en Energie Samen, they signed the code of conduct. It is the 
first time that organizations with diverse interest come together with a code of conduct about 
sun on land. With this code of conduct, they acknowledge that sun on land is necessary to 



meet the climate objectives. Moreover, they express broad support to the developments of 
solar energy projects, provided that these initiatives are in accordance with the code of 
conduct.  

The code consists of three basic principles which are translated into rules. The code has 
regulations that ensure the involvement of residents, that solar parks add value to nature, 
and that over time the original land usage will return. TPSolar has attended multiple meetings 
of the brach organization that contributed to the creation of this code of conduct. The 
established basic principles are not new for us and we already applied them to our 
initiatives.  

 

Why do we realize solar parks on (agricultural)ground?  

The Netherlands wants to generate her energy in a sustainable way. Both solar panels on 
roofs, as projects on land, but also wind energy, air and ground source heat are necessary to 
provide the Netherlands with local and sustainable energy. Thus, solar panels on roofs and 
projects on land are necessary because there are not enough suitable roofs, vacant terrains, 
landfills and other more obvious locations for the generation of solar energy. The 
Netherlands is the most populated country of the European Union, so space is scarce. 54% 
of the ground in the Netherlands is currently used for agriculture. The Netherlands is after the 
US the largest agricultural exporter of the world. We export about three quarters of the meet 
and dairy we produce. The estimation for the energy transition is that a maximum of 0.7 
percent of the current agricultural ground needs to be in use for solar parks.  

The link to the estimation: https://hollandsolar.nl/nieuws/i821/blusbrief-naar-provincie-
groningen-en-drenthe  

What is the effect of a solar park to the present fauna?  

An ecologist makes a quickscan Flora and Fauna, on behalf of TPSolar early in the proces. 
This investigation shows if traces of protected species are detected within the planned 
location. TPSolar values biodiversity and therefore designs all their solar parks in a way to 
stimulate biodiversity. For this reason, TPSolar works with a south oriented panel setup for 
all their projects. This ensures that there is always enough light, air and humidity under the 
panels. This does not only keep the grass alive, but is also important for the soil, which 
influences the soil quality. A solar park has space between the rows of panels, which is about 
3 meters. In this way, TPSolar designs and develops solar parks that not only generate 
renewable energy but also act as green infrastructure. We have different solar park initiatives 
where for example habit is created or strengthened for native endangered species like: the 
wild bee, partridge, badger, Pelobatus Fuscus, and the grass snake. TPSolar also plants roe 
deer friendly fencing, which means that they cannot get stuck between the fence with their 
antlers. The experience has taught us that a fenced solar park is not an obstacle for big 
game (they can go around it) and that the plants around the solar park add value for them. 
Small game will be able to enter the park through dozens of fauna passages.  

Is a fence necessary for a solar park?  

A solar park is an electric installation without supervision and therefore needs to be enclosed 
to avoid (unintentional) contact by people (for example playing children). The installation has 
a high value and needs to be protected from vandalism and theft. Both the law and the 
insurance companies put demands to this shielding, which results in fences. These fences 
can have vary, from a natural green colour or a natural fence. In addition, the fence could be 
integrated into the landscaping design. 



 

Why can't the panels be low to the ground with a maximum of 1 meter?  

Little light, water and air can reach the soil because a low setup, which is harmful for the 
biodiversity and vegetation, and impairs the quality of the soil. We never use east-west 
setups on agricultural ground, and we preferably place the panels 80 cm from the ground. 
Moreover, it is damaging for possibilities of dual land use and risky during high water levels. 
In addition, a certain inclination angle towards the sun is needed to generate renewable 
energy.  

Do the panels have glare?  

Solar panels are made of special, non reflecting glass. The light has to go into the solar cells 
as much as possible to generate energy. In this way, more than 96% of the light is collected. 
The remainder of the light that reflects will be reflected back to the air, in the summer and in 
the winter, so residents will not be affected. An important reference is a practical test with the 
first solar park of TPSolar in Uden, next to military base Volkel. The Ministry of Defense did 
test flights during sunny weather, using dry and wet panels and different angles, and they 
found that there was no bothersome reflection.  

What about noise pollution?  

Solar panels do not produce sound. The only parts of the solar parks that can make sound 
are the trafo/inverter stations, that zoom queitly with moist weather. Acoustic measurements 
show that they produce 50 to 60dB from a distance of 1 meter. This is similar to the sound of 
a working refrigerator. 

 

What is the effect of solar parks on the reflection of sound?  

The same physicist principle holds true for sounds as for light, namely that the angle of 
reflection is equal to the angle of incidence. Since the panels are pointed under an angle 
towards the sky, the sound will be reflected upwards. The environment will thus experience 
rather less than more sound.  

 

 


